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Welcome to Study Abroad Cultural Exchange, (SACE-USA),
building bridges to South Korea, student-to-student, family by family.
Thank you for being willing to open your home to a Korean high
school student. I hope that everyone in your family is excited about
this enriching experience. The decision to host an exchange student
was most likely one that required much consideration, with each
family member weighing expected rewards against sacrifices before
you jointly reached your decision to host. You will play an important
role in the life of your Korean student. You are offering this young
person the opportunity to experience a foreign culture while fulfilling a
dream to receive an American education. More importantly, through
SACE, host families open doors for Korean students to personally
learn about God and His saving grace through His Son, Jesus Christ.

Today is the beginning of a journey that should enrich the lives
and deepen the faith of both your family and your Korean student.
Because hosting is a catalyst for stimulating personal, cultural and
social growth and as such, includes the potential for interpersonal
challenges, this handbook has been created to help ensure that the
positive aspects of your hosting experience far outweigh the
challenges. I hope the following pages will clarify SACE guidelines as
well as share some ideas on how to effectively deal with certain issues
that may arise during your hosting experience. [ am so glad you are
willing to open your hearts and your home, and that you desire to
begin this journey.




Study Abroad Cultural Exchange (SACE), an organization that
specializes in international student exchange, was founded by Judy McAlvey
(B.S., M.A.), a Christian school educator who has served both as a classroom
instructor and as an administrator over the past thirty years. Judy’s passion
was to create a cultural exchange program that would benefit Christian
schools, Christian host families, and Korean families strongly desiring to see
their child placed in a Christian school environment.

In 2006, Judy established SACE-USA in collaboration with Veronica
Ryu, an administrator of a successful Korean academy, who desires to place
South Korean students in Christian schools in the United States. Judy believes
that the international exchange experience provides a fundamental, first-hand
cducation in intercultural awareness. Not only the exchange students, but also
the host families acquire a new knowledge of values and cultural differences
that exist between global communities.

Today, SACE-USA is a vilal bridge between the Korean academy and
Christian schools in the United States for the purpose of cross-cultural
education, and between Korean families and American families for the
purpose of transforming individual lives by introducing and modeling a
personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

Judy is the contact person for SACE-USA. Host parents are asked to
complete a written evaluation, found in the Student Evaluation Form packet,
once per month. In addition, Judy will telephone each host family once per
every lwo-month interval to proactively answer non-urgent questions and
concerns and assess the ongoing adjustment between the host family and the
Korean student. If an urgent, problematic situation ariscs, please DON'T
WAIT, but phone Judy immediately so that the situation can be appropriately
resolved. The host family is also asked to complete a short, written evaluation
at the conclusion of the hosting experience.

As in any Christian endeavor, the most vital bridge is the one between
man and God. Judy seeks to assist host families in their international hosting
experience by pledging her ongoing prayer support to help ensure that all
members of the host family and their exchange student have a positive,
personal experience with their Lord, Jesus Christ.




Host Family Frequently Asked Questions for SACE-USA, LLC

1. How are host families selected for the exchange program?

Prospective families complete a “Host Family Application” [HFA] available
from SACE-USA that includes potential host family preferences.

The completed HFA is submitted to SACE-USA.

SACE-USA completes a background check on prospective host families.

2. How will our exchange student be chosen?

SACE-USA works with SACE-Korea to place Korean students with a host
family.

The HFFA is submitted to SACE-Korea.

SACE-Korea submits a list of American schools to Korean parents of
prospective students.

Korean parents choose the American school.

After the Korean parents choose an American school, SACE-Korea and
SACE-USA collaborate to select an appropriate host family.

The host family then receives information from the Korean student
application to complete the match.

3. How do the financial and legal aspects of this program work?

SACE-Korea’s cost to the student’s parents includes a $300 monthly stipend
to the host family.

The host family is expected to provide 3 meals per day and transportation to
and from school.

The student also has his/her own spending money to be used for sporting
events entrance fees, social activities, discretionary clothing and meals,
school field trips, cell phone and all long distance telephone calls.

Host parents may wish to assist their exchange student in opening a bank
account for “spending money™ budgeting purposes. Only the student should
have access to this account.

Host families are not considered the legal guardians of their exchange
students while the students are in the United States, but the students are
entrusted to the care of host families during the school year.

Regarding tax deductions for hosting, SACE-USA recommends consultation
with your tax preparation expert.

4. How are medical insurance and medical emergencies handled?

Students have their own medical insurance and an insurance card.
The host family will receive a signed medical release form prior to the
student’s arrival in the US.
In a life-threatening situation, transport the student immediately to the
emergency room and notify Judy McAlvey within 24 hours.
With a non-life-threatening condition, the following procedure should be
followed:

v" Host parent contacts Judy McAlvey




v Judy e-mails SACE-Korea who informs the student’s parents of the
situation and a treatment decision is made
v" SACE-Korea e-mails the decision to Judy who contacts the host
parents
Routine vision and dental care are not provided by the health insurance
coverage.
Pre-clear your family physician for direct billing of the student’s insurance
carrier.

5. What transportation needs do the host family provide?

IHost parents provide pick-up from the airport on arrival and drop-off at the
airport on departure of the exchange student.

Host families provide transportation to and from school and church.

Host families are not chauffeurs but should offer a ride when it is convenient.
Korean students may ride with other licensed student drivers.

Korean students may also take public transportation when available to
school, social events, the library, elc.

6. Will our Korean student be able to communicate well with us?

Korean students all have a great desire to improve their English speaking
skills.

Korean students arrive with varying degrees of English proficiency.
Varying American accents will pose additional communication challenges.
American families can assist their student in communicating:

Slow down the speed of your speech

Speak clearly

Repeat what you’ve said, il you’re not positive he understands
Avoid slang and abbreviations [ASAP, for example]

Don’t raise your voice

Try to use complete sentences

Be patient, knowing that immersion in the language will quickly
improve fluency
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7. What are the SACE-USA rules for the exchange student?

The exchange student must treat his host family with respect:

v' Follow family rules, curfews, and reasonable guidelines

v Speak respectfully to host siblings, as well as parents

v Respect the possessions ol his host family

v Never speak poorly about his host family to others

v Regularly perform all chores assigned to the exchange student
The exchange student is not allowed to purchase, sell or consume alcohol
provided by others while in the United States.
The exchange student is not allowed to purchase, sell or use tobacco products
or controlled substances provided by others while in the United States.
The exchange student is not allowed to drive any motor vehicles for which an
operator’s license is required:




Students are allowed to take the written portion of Driver’s education
Students are allowed to take the “behind-the-wheel” portion and the
driving exam only with a licensed, certified, insured instructor
v" Students are not permitted to use vehicles furnished by their host
families or their friends
v Students are not allowed to drive after obtaining a driver’s license
while part of the exchange program
Korean students may travel while part of the SACE program as follows:
v SACE-Korea arranges all international flight schedules-both arrivals
and departures
v' Students may vacation with the host family as long as travel plans are
forwarded to Judy McAlvey and the host school prior to leaving on
the vacation
v" Students® Korean parents must be informed of the travel plans. If
Korean parents do not approve said plans, host parents must make
other living arrangements for the exchange student to stay behind
v" Students may travel with school groups and appropriate chaperones
on overnight school field trips with prior Korean parents’ approval
and notification to Judy McAlvey prior to leaving on the overnight
trip
v Korean students must take their student visa, passport, and [-20 for
any intcrnational travel
Family members or friends of the exchange student may only visit at the
conclusion of the exchange program — according to SACE-Korea:
v Visits are permitted within 3 weeks of a student’s return to Korea
v' Visiting family members secure lodging in a convenient motel/hotel
v The host family agrees to the visit
The exchange student is responsible for all telephone charges incurred:
v" Students may obtain a cell phone or an international calling card
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8. What happens if the exchange student doesn’t comply with SACE-USA rules?

The student will accept counseling with Judy McAlvey to determine the
events that have taken place and to discuss the non-compliance.
The student may be subject to academic probation or behavioral probation
depending on the type of non-compliance.
The student may be returned to Korea prior to the scheduled end of the
exchange program if any infraction of civil law has taken place.
v Judy McAlvey or US civil authoritics may instigate the early return
v' SACE-USA will make all necessary travel arrangements and
coordinate the return with SACE-Korea

9. Will SACE-USA be in contact with the host family throughout the school year?

Host parents will complete a written evaluation, found in the Student
Evaluation Form packet, once per month.

Judy will telephone each host family once per every two-month interval to
proactively answer non-urgent questions and concerns and assess the
ongoing adjustment between the host family and the Korean student.




e If an urgent, problematic situation arises, DON’T WAIT: phone Judy
immediately so that the situation can be appropriately resolved.

e The host parents will complete a short, written concluding evaluation at the
end of the hosting experience.

10. What are typical sleeping arrangements for the exchange student?
e [t is preferred that the exchange student has his own room.
e It is permissible, but not recommended that the exchange student share a
bedroom with a child of the same gender who is at least within 4 years of the
exchange student’s age.

11. How long is the typical exchange students’ stay?
e The exchange student typically stays one full academic year.
e The exchange student may return for 3 full academic school years.
e The academic year usually will be August through May.
e The Academic year may be January through December with summer break
spent in Korea [a Korean academic year].

12. Are the exchange students allowed to participate in after-school activities?
e The exchange students are encouraged to participate in after-school sports
programs and clubs.
e Host parents may arrange transportation to and from after-school activities
with families of other activity participants.

13. Are host families supposed to treat exchange students as guests or tourists?

e Host families should treat exchange students as family members with the
same privileges and responsibilities as an age-appropriate biological child.

e Clearly communicating your expectations, rules, and routines is very
important. Patiently repeating your expectations may be necessary.

e Before the student arrives, have a family meeting to discuss rules, both
spoken and understood, and daily routines. This meeting prepares the family
and helps all members identify with and agree to comply with family
practices, in advance. This meeting will prepare the biological children to
better welcome the exchange student.

e Plan a meeting with the family, including the exchange student, soon after
arrival, but when the student has rested from the overseas flight.

e The exchange student should be expected to share an equal burden, in
comparison to your own children, of household responsibilities. It is helpful
to post a written list of chores including notes on when and how often chores
should be completed.

e Also pre-determine transportation plans and discuss this issuc in the family
meeting. Exchange students used to large-city public transportation may feel
a loss of independence, which may hamper adjustment unless this issue is
discussed in a family setting.







